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€130M EU funding for innovation procurement: 2015 calls online
Over the summer the European Commission adopted the Horizon 2020 work program for 2015. Find now online €130M
of calls for proposals that support public procurers - possibly in cooperation with private procurers - in
preparing and/or undertaking innovation procurements in areas such as ICT, healthcare, transport, energy,
education, security, research infrastructures.



Coordination and Support actions (CSA) grants support coordination and networking activities for groups of
procurers to investigate the feasibility and/or concretely prepare future innovation procurements.



PCP or PPI Cofund action grants reimburse 70% respectively 20% of the costs of groups of procurers to procure
the R&D and testing (70%) or deployment (20%) of innovative solutions as well as the costs to prepare,
manage and follow up such procurements. Minimum 2 public procurers from 2 different EU Member States or
countries associated to Horizon 2020 are required in the buyers group.

An up-to-date overview of those calls and further info about how to prepare a proposal can be found here.



Looking for more info? Search the call topic acronym of your interest (e.g. ICT-36) on the Horizon 2020
participant portal for more info about the call topic and for drafting and submitting proposals online.



Looking for partners? Check out the partners in the buyers groups on-going EU funded innovation procurement
projects, network with even more procurers on the European Procurement Forum and linkedin group on
innovation procurement, and come to the Milan event (see next article).

Networking event 2015 calls – 26/27 November 2014, Milan
Are you a procurer that could use some of the €130M of EU funding that is available in 2015 for your next
procurement for developing, testing or deploying innovative solutions? Join us on 26-27 November 2014 in Milan for
the next European event on innovation procurement. Online registration and programme.



Discuss with EU officials about the available EU support for innovation procurement in Horizon 2020 and the
possible synergies with the European Structural and Investment Funds. Learn from public procurers and
companies about the latest new PCP and PPI experiences around Europe. Meet new and on-going European
projects about their plans and achievements in doing joint cross-border PCPs and PPIs.



Network at the event with other procurers and stakeholders in preparation of the calls for proposals in the
2015 Horizon 2020 work program that offer EC co-financing to groups of procurers to undertake jointly PCP
and PPI procurements. Procurers interested to present a topic for cross-border cooperation on PCP or PPI in
the context of one of these 2015 calls in one of the thematic sessions on the programme agenda, are invited
to contact the session moderator at firstname.lastname@ec.europa.eu.

This high level event is hosted by the region of Lombardy and co-organized together with the European Commission

and Eurocloud Italy at the occasion of the Italian Presidency of the EU.

News about innovation procurements around Europe
News from EU funded projects
Innovative ICT companies all over Europe, wake up, participate to the open market consultations and make offers for
the call for tenders of the following groups of procurers that are looking for your innovative solutions!
Public procurers around Europe, learn from the tender docs of projects that are doing PCPs and PPIs under the
procurement law of your country: UK (CHARM), France (HAPPI), Belgium (SMART@FIRE), Netherlands (V-CON),
Germany (THALEA), Spain (DECIPHER), Italy (PRACE 3IP), Sweden (PREFORMA & IMAILE) etc.



The 11 suppliers and information about their projects that were selected for the CHARM PCP on traffic
management were published on their website. The R&D work is on-going. The PCP provides the procurers
with innovative ideas from new suppliers including SMEs that were not in their supply chain before.



The HAPPI project, a consortium of public procurers that represent 240 health institutions, has launched
together one joint PPI procurement to procure 5 lots of innovative solutions for healthy ageing.



The PCP call for tender of the SMART@FIRE project about smart ICT for personal protective systems for fire
fighters is still open. Vendors are invited to submit offers until 13 October 2014 (project website).



The THALEA project about telemedicine for Intensive Care Units, the V-CON project about virtual
construction of road infrastructure and the Cloud for Europe project about cloud computing for the public
sector are the next projects that will soon launch their PCP call for tenders.



The NYMPHA-MD project on ICT solutions for bipolar disorder concluded two open market consultations and
started preparing its PCP call for tender.



The IMAILE project on e-learning is proceeding with the open market consultation with industry in
preparation of its PCP call for tender expected for spring 2015.



The INSPIRE networking project on innovation procurement in the healthcare sector is currently organising
workshops – next one in Vienna - that focus also on the link between pre-commercial procurement and
financial investors/Venture Capital.

Innovation procurement news from around Europe


Rijkswaterstaat embedded PCP into its policy framework for innovation procurement and is together with
the Dutch ministry of Economics and Interior working to transform this into the standard policy framework for
innovation procurement across the rest of the Dutch government. Rijkswaterstaat is procurer in the EU
funded CHARM and V-CON PCP projects.



The European Innovation Procurement Award 2014 was won by a PPI procurement in the field of ICT!
Erasmus Medical Center Rotterdam won the award for their innovative robotic bed washing facility
procurement.



Austrian procurers still have time to apply for a 80.000 EURO voucher from I0B to prepare an
innovation procurement (deadline for application of IOB vouchers: 31 October 2014). The first Austrian
PCPs have been completed in the meantime.

Study ready that quantifies procurement of ICT, R&D and ICT R&D

The study conducted a European wide analysis of national public procurement data, including below EU threshold
reported data, to quantify for the first time the amounts of public procurement spent on purchasing ICT, R&D and ICT
related R&D across 27 Member States, Switzerland and Norway. Some key findings:



The total value of reported ICT public procurement contracts is measured to be about EUR 50.3 billion in
2011 for the 29 countries. The study confirms the underutilization of R&D procurement in Europe compared
to other parts of the world. The total reported value of R&D procurement is about EUR 2.6 billion for
non-defense contracts and EUR 5.5 billion for defense contracts for the 29 countries. For comparison,
public procurement of R&D amounts of USD 50 billion in the US.



The study highlights also a significant gap in Europe between frontrunner and laggard countries both
in the adoption of ICT solutions (ICT procurement) and in purchasing the research and development of new
solutions to address future public sector needs (R&D procurement). For example, the UK spends a five times
large share of its annual public procurement budget than Greece both on ICT and R&D procurement.



Quantitative evidence about the level of fragmentation in the ICT procurement market in Europe
points out that fragmentation of demand is one of the key reasons for the slow adoption of innovation
procurement across Europe. The majority of ICT public contracts in Member States are small below EUR 60K
contracts which hampers the growth of innovative European companies, their ability to reach economies of
scale in production and thus the affordability of deploying innovative solutions for procurers.



From the study can also be concluded that the ICT sector has a leadership role to play as driver for
innovation procurement in Europe. 'At least' 37% of the total reported R&D procurement expenditure in
Europe is ICT-related, and this must be even significantly more in total as the study does not measure most
of the large amount of ICTs that are embedded in other products.
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